
Union Gallery volunteers Teagan Sliz and Zhaocheng (Ian) Yang virtually chat with Queen’s BFA 
student Hannah Gommerman about her artistic process and methods.

How would you describe your artistic process?
 
It’s a step-by-step process. I start with a broad idea and then as I work through it, depending on 
the materials and other things like experimental processes, depending on how things turn out as 
you go along, that defines the outcome for me. And it finishes with a completely resolved idea.
 
Do you find it’s good to not be trapped by the idea you had initially? So that you can let it 
turn into whatever it’s meant to be?
 
Yeah, 100%, especially starting out with just the idea, like a human heart out of cardboard and 
then see how it goes. It gives me more freedom. I wasn’t too stressed to stick to an idea, like the 
ones outlined by our professors.
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There are many elements of humour in the space of your interactive work, in particular 
the physical connections with viewers and the details inside the heart. What insights 
or personal association does it reveal in your art and does it connect to the impacts of 
humour on life challenges?
 
Having an interactive work leaves viewers to form their own ideas behind the work. But the 
interactive work for this piece was about the cliche of literally pulling on the heart strings. It was 
quite specific that way. For myself it was a little bit of humour around opening up to people, 
which is something that I don’t often do myself. So it was partially about exploring both opening 
up my ideas of art as a whole into something that is different than I have created before, and 
something more personal as well, opening up the heart physically to others. And asking the 
question: “who you are going to let in and who you are not going to let in?”
 
What have you been doing to keep busy during the pandemic?
 
School on its own is a lot but I also work full-time right now in my home town. On the side, I do 
a lot of pointillism portraits and little embroidery things. Those are the kinds of things I like to do 
to keep busy. Even when I’m not in school doing arts, I find I’m always working on art projects 
because that’s what I do in my free time. I’m also watching some Netflix.
 
What are you watching right now?
 
I’m rewatching Bones for like the tenth time it’s so good.
 
Do you have projects you’re currently working on or excited to start in the near future?
 
Yeah! We just finished our third project in sculpture this week. I did a cloud installation above 
my bed in my room in Kingston, with a bunch of fairy lights and sound elements when you lay 
on the bed and look up. It was kind of a continuous theme throughout the course between the 
projects I did on the body, like the one you see in the gallery. I’m excited for the Christmas break 
to experiment, rather than complete assignments, which is fun.



Hannah Gommerman is enrolled in sculpture 
and painting in her third year of Fine Art at 
Queen’s University. In her work, she strives to 
create art that is simple and clean aesthetically, 
while also referencing ideas that are important to 
her personally. Her art often explores themes of 
the body, more specifically thoughts or feelings 
emerging from oneself. She enjoys working with 
sculpture because of the ability to be creative and 
experimental with new mediums, and she also 
enjoys working in painting because she can grow 
and develop her technical skills with practice. 

Teagan Sliz is a volunteer on the Visitor 
Experience and Education Team at Union Gallery. 
She is also currently a BAH candidate at Queen’s 
University, studying History and Art History. Her 
areas of interest include European history in the 
early-modern and modern periods as well as 20th 
century and contemporary art.

Zhaocheng (Ian) Yang is a volunteer on the 
Visitor Experience and Education Team at Union 
Gallery. He is also a fourth year BAH Linguistics 
student at Queen’s University. His areas of interest 
include art history, historical linguistics and the 
study of natural languages.
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